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Request That Application Not Be Published Pursuant To 35 U.S.C. 122(b)(2) 

□ Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b)(2), Applicant hereby requests that this patent application not be 
published pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b)(1). Applicant hereby certifies that the invention disclosed in 
this application has not and will not be the subject of an application filed in another country, or under 
a multilateral international agreement, that requires publication of applications 18 months after filing 
of the application. 

Warning 

An applicant who makes a request not to publish, but who subsequently files in a foreign 
country or under a multilateral international agreement specified in 35 U.S.C. 122(b)(2)(B)(i), 
must notify the Director of such filing not later than 45 days after the date of the filing of 
such foreign or international application. A failure of the applicant to provide such notice 
within the prescribed period shall result in the application being regarded as abandoned, 
unless it is shown to the satisfaction of the Director that the delay in submitting the notice 
was unintentional. 
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Serial No. Examiner: Mr. Frankie L. Stinson 



Filed: October 19, 2000 Art Unit: 1746 



For: APPARATUS AND METHODS FOR WASHING THE 

CORED AREAS OF LETTUCE HEADS DURING 
HARVEST 

Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Before acting on this application on the merits, please cancel claims 1-59 
and add the following new claims 60-73. Please amend the specification to 
read as follows. 
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IN THE SPECIFICATION 



Please add the following on page 1, before line 1: 

-This application is a continuation of Application Serial Number 

09/ 692,273, filed on October 19, 2000, which is a divisional of Application 

Serial Number 09/295,438, filed on April 20, 1999.- 
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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1-59. Please add new claims 60-73 as follows: 

60. An apparatus for washing a plurality of cored heads of corable green 
leafy vegetables comprising: 

a conveyer for said heads comprising at least one cored head holder; 

and 

a wash spraying system for said cored heads attached along said 
conveyer, said wash spraying system located outside the cores of said cored 
heads of lettuce and comprising at least one wash spray nozzle positioned to 
deliver wash spray comprising field temperature water to said cores on said at 
least one cored head holder from a location substantially outside said cores. 

61. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said head holder comprises outward 
facing vanes. 

62. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said head holder comprises a ring. 

63. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said head holder comprises a spike. 

64. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said wash spraying system comprises: 
a tank for holding a wash liquid and a pump connected to said at least 

one nozzle; 

said pump delivering said wash liquid under pressure to said at least one 
nozzle. 
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65. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said wash spraying system also 
comprises: 

a determiner of a level of said wash liquid in said tank, inlet valve, and a 
reservoir for said wash liquid; 

said determiner connected to said valve; 

said inlet valve also connected to said reservoir containing said wash 
liquid. 

66. The apparatus of claim 64 or claim 65 wherein said at least one nozzle 
delivers said wash liquid at a high pressure and a low volume. 

67. The apparatus of claim 64 further comprising at least two nozzles, at 
least one of which delivers said wash liquid at a first pressure and a first 
volume, and at least one of which delivers said wash liquid at a second, lower 
pressure than said first pressure, and a second, higher volume than said first 
volume. 

68. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said wash spraying system dispenses 
an aqueous liquid. 

69. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said wash spraying system dispenses 
an aqueous liquid washing spray. 

70. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said wash spraying system further 
comprises a pressurizable chamber and at least one controller for controlling 
wash liquid flow into said pressurizable chamber. 
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71. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said wash spraying system further 
comprises at least one chamber and wash liquid flow from said chamber into 
the core hole of a cored head supported by said holder. 

72. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said wash spraying system further 
comprises at least one system for releasing a head from said holder. 

73. The apparatus of claim 60 further comprising at least one timer to 
control the time of a wash cycle, and the time interval between one wash cycle 
and another wash cycle. 
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REMARKS 



Please enter this amendment before acting on this application on the 
merits for the first time. Applicants' claimed devices position at least one wash 
spray nozzle outside the cores of the corable heads during washing, and deliver 
wash spray comprising field temperature water for core washing. Supporting 
claims 60-73, the specification, at page 1, lines 12-13, states the following: 
"The invention is an apparatus and method for washing a plurality of cored 
lettuce heads as they are harvested in the field." 



Dated: December 3, 2003 



Respectfully submitted, 




Patrick F. Bright, 
Reg. No. 24,318 
BRIGHT & LORIG, P.C. 
633 West 5th St., Ste 3330 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel: 213.627.7774 
Fax: 213.627.8508 
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